
 
Instructor: Lynda Kellam     Office: 106C Jackson Library 
Email or chat: lmkellam@uncg.edu     Phone or text: 336-303-8104 
Office hours: Tuesdays 10-11 am & by appointment  Make an appointment:  http://meetme.so/lyndakellam  

 
Course description 

From the crisis in the Ukraine to the crisis in Gaza, the news has been full of fascinating events for students of global politics.  
To better understand these events, this course will introduce you to the main perspectives and concepts of international relations. 
The first half of the course will explore the major theories of world politics. In the second half we will examine issue areas 
including war and peace, international political economy, and transnational issues.  
 

Learning objectives 
PSC 240 is a general education course with global (GL) and social and behavioral science (GSB) markers. By the end of this 
course you should be able to:  

• Identify the major actors in international politics and their objectives; 
• Identify the key historical events, people, and places that have shaped contemporary international politics; 
• Compare and contrast the main theories of international relations; 
• Apply theories of international relations (e.g., realism, liberalism, and constructivism) to explain and predict 

outcomes within issue areas in international politics; 
• Use appropriate secondary research methods to investigate topics within international politics. 

 
Required texts 

 
Bova, Russell. 2012. How the World Works (2nd Edition). Boston: Longman. (On reserve at the library checkout desk) 
Additional required readings are available on Blackboard under “Additional Readings” 

 
Course requirements 

Your grade will be based on the following components: 
Exams       300 points 
Research project      375 points 
News summaries      100 points 
Reading Quizzes      100 points 
Map quizzes      100 points 
Participation      25 points 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
Total Points Possible:     1000 points  

 
Exams: 300 points 

You will take three exams, each worth 100 points. The exams will be a mix of multiple choice questions, identifications and 
short answer questions. 

 
Research project: 375 points 

PSC 240 is a core gateway course for upper-level Political Science classes where you are expected to have had practice 
researching and writing papers. More information to come, but the research project will be broken down into several parts: 

• Searching assignment (100 points), due September 16 
• Refined topic (25 points), due September 30 
• Annotated bibliography (100 points), due October 9 
• Draft of final paper (25 points), due November 4 
• Final paper (100 points), due November 20 
• Elevator Talk (25 points), December 9 

We will have a library research session during the semester with our class librarian, Jenny Dale (JEDALE2@uncg.edu). Feel 
free to contact her if you have questions about doing research. 
 

News summary and response: 100 points 
News summaries and responses are weekly assignments to help you think about current events and the news in a structured 
way. Rather than just asking you to read the newspaper, which you should do anyway, I want you to read for articles that 
relate to our course content. Each Monday at 8:00 am I will post a prompt on Blackboard in the News Summaries area. Once 
you’ve read the prompt, you will need to find an article related to the prompt in the approved news sources. You will then 
write an APSR citation for the article and a brief summary and response of 150-200 words (not counting the words in your 
citation) due on Sunday by 11:59 pm.  



 
You will submit your news summary as a Word document using 1-inch margins and 12-point Times New Roman font. To 
submit your Word document, return to the prompt in the News Summaries area of Blackboard, click on View/Complete and 
follow the directions. Each news summary is worth 10 points. You will have 12 opportunities during the semester to submit 
your 10 responses. See the syllabus for the schedule. 
Use this checklist to help you write your citation and 150-200 word summary/response: 

⇒ First provide a citation for the article using APSR style (http://uncg.libguides.com/apsr) 
⇒ In two to three sentences maximum, explain the story. What happened, who is involved, and why does it matter? Be 

careful of plagiarism! Use your own words! 
⇒ How does the article relate to the prompt?  

Because we are focusing on current events, these articles must be as recent as possible (no more than two weeks old), related 
to covered chapters’ major themes or theories, and come from the approved sources to receive full credit. If you find a good 
article in an alternate source, you must email me for approval at least 48 hours in advance (by Friday at midnight).  

• BBC News (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/) – BBC News has a nice iPad/iPhone app. It is also completely free. 
• New York Times (http://www.nytimes.com/) – The website will require a subscription after a certain number of uses 

and for some articles. We also have access through the library databases. 
• The Economist (http://www.economist.com/) – Great source for the political economy section mostly, but good for 

other topics too. Has excellent international coverage.  
• In addition I have a Twitter feed (@LKpsc240) where I post relevant articles. If you are struggling to find an article 

related to the prompt, always look at the Twitter feed for possibilities. It is linked on Blackboard. 
 

Reading Quizzes: 100 points 
We will have ten reading quizzes. These quizzes will be available on Blackboard and must be finished by 10:00 am of the 
date assigned on the syllabus. These reading quizzes will help you prepare for the exams and reinforce the concepts we 
will be learning in class. Skipping out on the quizzes would not be a good idea. 

 
Map quizzes: 100 points 

Knowing our world and the location of its countries is fundamental to any understanding of world politics. During the 
semester we will have 5 map quizzes (on Europe, Africa, Middle East/North Africa, Asia, and South America) worth 20 
points each. See the course schedule for quiz dates and the textbook and Blackboard for study maps. 

 
Class participation: 25 points 

I expect you to participate in class by answering my questions, engaging in our debates, doing in-class writing exercises, 
bringing your materials, not having side conversations and simply being attentive in class. To get 25 points for participation, 
you need to put your phone or other devices away, take notes, ask questions, bring your textbook/readings and class 
materials, and participate in your education. If you spend your time texting under your desk, having side conversations, 
consistently forgetting your materials for class, etc., then your grade will reflect that behavior. These are points I use to 
reward appropriate classroom behavior. 

 
Attendance:  

You have 3 unexcused absences without penalty. After three I will take off 10 points from your total points for each 
unexcused absence. Unless you have contacted me in advance, do not come into the classroom if you are more than 10 
minutes late, as I will count you absent after 10 minutes. 

Grades 
At the end of the semester I will divide your number of points by 1000 to get your letter grade. Letter grades will be 
assigned using the following scale: 

A  93% and higher;  
A-  90-92.99;  
B+  87-89.99;  
B  83-86.99;  

B-  80-82.99; 
C+  77-79.99;  
C  73-76.99;  
C-  70-72.99;  

D+ 67-69.99;  
D  63-66.99;  
D-  60-62.99;  
F  59.99 and below

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Guidelines 
Contacting me: 



 
You have many ways to contact me. If you would like to discuss course content or have a question, you may visit my 
office (106C Jackson Library) or chat with me through iSpartan. I do not often check email from 5:00 pm – 8:30 am 
during weekdays, but I typically will respond to emails within 48 hours. I will not discuss grades through email. 
 

Late work: 
I do not accept late work and do not make up exams unless you have a documented emergency. Extensions will only be 
granted in extraordinary circumstances. 
 

Student behavior: 
I will treat you like an adult and I expect you to act like one. No disruptive behavior will be tolerated. This includes 
but is not limited to cellphone use (including texting), inappropriate language, side conversations, and being 
disrespectful to your classmates. In addition, we will sometimes discuss topics that are politically sensitive or 
inflammatory, and I expect you to handle these discussions in a mature manner.   
 
Vaping is disruptive in a small classroom environment and is not allowed. If I see this occurring I will ask you to leave 
the classroom and count you absent for the day. 
 
Arriving to class late is disruptive and should be kept at a minimum. If you are more than 10 minutes late to class, I will 
count you absent for that day. 
 
You must bring a copy of your readings/textbook, paper, and pen/pencil to every class. I will post my slides in advance 
of each class, so you are welcome to print and bring those slides. Do not rely on our wireless connection to access 
Blackboard readings in class. The wireless will fail you every time. 

 
Devices: 

This is a cell phone free classroom. Students who keep their cell phones out in class consistently perform poorly on 
exams and reading quizzes, therefore it is in your interest to avoid your cell phone at all costs. If you have your cell 
phone out in class, I will deduct points from your participation grade. 
 
You may use a laptop or iPad to take notes ONLY, but you must sit in the front row of the classroom if you use these 
devices. If you violate this policy, you will lose your privilege to bring a device. A recent study found that students who 
take notes by typing had less retention of material than students who take notes by handwriting. Something to ponder. 
 
Recording of lectures and classroom discussions is not allowed. If you have a documented reason for recording, you 
must ask for permission in advance. 
 
You may not use any cellphones or other digital devices during the exams. You will receive an automatic zero on the 
exam if you use or have out a cellphone or other digital device. ESL students with translators must have them pre-
approved by me. 
 

Students with Special Academic Needs: 
UNCG seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for students who require 
accommodations. Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must be registered with the Office of 
Disability Services in 215 EUC. For more information, see the ODS website (http://ods.dept.uncg.edu/). 
 

Academic Honesty/Integrity 
I have high expectations of student conduct at UNCG and expect all students to abide by UNCG’s Academic Integrity 
Policy. I take any violations of this policy seriously. Please review the Academic Integrity Policy website 
(http://academicintegrity.uncg.edu/).   
 
You will submit all writing assignments to SafeAssign. This system checks your papers against papers that have already 
been submitted, websites, article databases, and more for any plagiarism. If you submit work that is plagiarized you can 
be held in violation of UNCG Academic Integrity Policy. 



 
Days Topic Readings Assignments 

Week 1 
 

Introduction  
 

Syllabus 
HTWW Chapter 1, pgs. 3-8 

8/21: Reading Quiz 1 due at 10:00 am 

Concepts: What is a paradigm?  

Week 2 The Historical Context HTWW Chapter 2 
Record, The Use and Abuse of 
History (on Blackboard) 

8/26: Europe map quiz 
8/28: Reading Quiz 2 at 10:00 am 
8/31: News summary 1 due at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: State, nation, Peace of Westphalia, concert model, balance of power, collective security, bipolarity (unipolarity, 
multipolarity), Cold War, proxy wars, détente, preemptive war, preventive war, Record’s thesis 

Week 3 Theories of IR: Realism & 
Liberalism 

HTWW Chapter 1, pgs. 8-23 
Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of 
Great Power Politics (on 
Blackboard) 

9/2: South America map quiz 
9/4: Reading Quiz 3  at 10:00 am 
9/7:  News summary 2 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: Human nature realism, structural realism, anarchy, security dilemma, balance of power, Meirsheimer’s thesis, hard 
v. soft power, liberal institutionalism, liberal commercialism, liberal internationalism, democratic peace, Kantian Triangle 

Week 4 Theories of IR: Debate 1 
and constructivism 

Waltz, Why Iran (on Blackboard) 
HTWW Chapter 1, pgs. 23-27 
 

9/9: In-class debate (send Lynda a question 
from reading by 10:00 am) 
9/11: Reading Quiz 4 at 10:00 am 
9/14:  News summary 3 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: Waltz’s thesis, constructivism, transnational advocacy networks 

Week 5 
 

Theories of IR: The others HTWW Chapter 1, pgs. 27-36 
Tickner, Searching for the 
Princess (on Blackboard) 
 

9/16: Searching assignment due at 11:59 pm 
9/18: Reading quiz 5 at 10:00 am 
9/21:  News summary 4 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: Feminism, Neo-Marxism, Tickner’s thesis 
Week 6 Levels of Analysis  

Exam #1 
HTWW Chapter 3 9/25: Exam #1 

9/28:  News summary 5 at 11:59 pm 
Concepts: levels of analysis, first image/individual, second image/domestic, third image/system, unitary actor, rational actor 
model, bureaucratic politics model 
Week 7 Political Science Research 

Causes of Conflict 
 

HTWW Chapter 4, pgs. 99-103 & 
108-121 
Huntington, The Clash of 
Civilizations (on Blackboard) 
 

9/30: Library workshop (location TBA); 
refined topic due at 11:59 pm 
10/2: Reading quiz 6  at 10:00 am 
10/5:  News summary 6 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: interstate war, intrastate war, total war, individual level explanations of conflict, state level explanations, 
democratic peace, Huntington’s thesis 
Week 8 
 

Deterrence & Dr. 
Strangelove 

 10/7: Africa map quiz 
10/9:  Annotated bibliography due by 11:59 
10/12: NO NEWS!  

Concepts: deterrence, MAD, second strike, stability/instability paradox, NUTS, SDI, How does Dr. Strangelove illustrate the 
theory of deterrence? 
Week 9 
 

FALL BREAK on 10/14 
The United Nations 

HTWW Chapter 4, pgs. 104-108 
HTWW Chapter 5 
 

10/14: NO CLASS! 
10/16: Reading quiz 7 at 10:00 am 
10/19:  News summary 7 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts:  pacifism, just war doctrine, jus ad bellum, jus in bello, the UN, Chapter VII authority, IOs 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Week 10 
 

Peacekeeping and the UN 
Exam #2 

Power, Bystanders to genocide 
(on Blackboard) 

10/21: In-class debate 2 (send Lynda a 
question from reading by 10:00 am) 
10/23: Exam #2 
10/26:  News summary 8 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts:  peacekeeping, blue helmets, peacemaking, humanitarian intervention 
 
Week 11 
 

Transnational Actors 
Human Rights 

HTWW Chapter 6 
Slaughter, Leading Through Law 
(on Blackboard) 

10/28:  Asia map quiz 
10/30: Reading quiz 8 at 10:00 am 
11/2: News summary 9 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: transnational actors, norms, treaties, customs, law adjudication, ICJ/World Court, human rights, cultural 
relativism, Human Rights Council, universal jurisdiction, ICC 
 
Week 12 
 

International Political 
Economy & Development 

HTWW Chapter 7 
Rodrik, Trading in Illusions 

11/4: Paper draft due by 11:59 pm 
11/6: Reading quiz 9  at 10:00 am 
11/9: News summary 10 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: Mercantilism, tariff, liberal commercialism, comparative advantage, Bretton Woods, GATT, WTO, IMF, 
structural adjustment programs, Neo-Marxism, imperalism, dependency theory, off-shoring/outsourcing 
 
Week 13 
 

Terrorism & One day in 
September 

Lamy (on Blackboard) 
HTWW Chapter 4, pgs. 121-129 

11/11: Middle East/North Africa map quiz 
11/13: Reading quiz 10  at 10:00 am 
11/16: News summary 11 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: terrorism, four categories of terrorist organizations, state-sponsored terrorism, Black September, Munich Olympic 
Games 
 
Week 14 
 

Transnational Challenges 
The future 

HTWW Chapter 8  
HTWW Chapter 9 

11/20: In-class debate 3 and Final Paper due 
at 11:59 pm 
11/23: News Summary 12 at 11:59 pm 

Concepts: global warming, public good, free rider problem, tragedy of the commons, Montreal Protocol, Kyoto Protocol, 
emissions trading, Fukuyama, Friedman, Wendt, Mueller, Hunt, Huntington, Mearsheimer 
 
Week 15 Exam #3  11/25: in-class Exam #3; take home essay due 

at 11:59 pm 
 

Tuesday, December 9, 12:00 pm: Elevator Talks in classroom 


